Excursion – Czech Route         
Leader of excursion: Petr David

The excursion began at 8.00am in Lednice with a visit to a vineyard belonging to Mr. Vlastimil Peřina, who introduced his company. Mr Peřina farms 2ha of organic vineyards. The farm is involved in the Exemplary Farm Network organized by the Association of Organic Farming Advisors. Mr. Peřina grows newly registered varieties which are naturally fungus-resistant (Malverina, Hibernal, Laurot) and takes part in a programme of cultivating vines for better resistance. After the visit to the vineyard we continued to Eben Wine Cellar in Lednice where, over a glass of good wine, a lively discussion began about Czech organic viticulture .
After lunch we visited one of the major Czech producers of organic foodstuffs – Sluneční brána (=Sun gate) Čejkovice. They produce various types of tea, spices, oils and food supplements. The participants had the opportunity so see the complete production process – from receiving the raw materials, drying and storing, processing and mixing, through to packaging, including preparation for distribution. After a thorough tour of the plant we visited the newly reconstructed Havlíček’s Mill where food-tasting was prepared for us. Finally we visited the company shop where we bought some Sluneční brána products.
The excursion concluded with our return to Lednice.
