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In 2001 the rapid rise in the number of ecological farmers entering the Association, which was typical for the previous years, came to an end, and quality of service for the members increased. The internal structure of the Association continually developed, regional centres started to work at full pace for member enterprises within the regions and also in the field of promotion. However, the level of work was quite different in individual centres.

A lot of effort in advisory work was devoted to a smooth transfer to new legislation - the Act on Ecological Farming and relevant procedural decree became valid on 1.1.2001. Association members had to face the new law and a new system of inspection without any transition period, which gave rise to numerous difficulties. We realised that although PRO-BIO has, so far, had a key role in promoting ecological farming, we do not get anything for free just on merit. Therefore a new programme of membership benefits was elaborated, and our promotion, advertising and marketing were intentionally aimed at products and services of the Association members. We represented ecological farmers on the Board of Administrators of KEZ inspection authority (Inspection in Ecological Farming, a public benefit corporation), made attempts to communicate with the Czech Ministry of Agriculture. The Association management had a meeting vith the Minister of Agriculture, Mr. Jan Fencl. We engaged in fund-raising for education and promotion among other things, but unfortunately this activity brought more success abroad. We started partnership cooperation with Bioland - a German Association. We continuously kept the PRO-BIO Association in the position of a non-governmental organisation, which is able to defend the interests of ecological farmers even in a globalised liberal society.
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The following text describes individual areas of PRO-BIO and its members activities in 2001. The report includes a profit and loss account of the Association and its bodies, more space was given to individual regional centres. This Annual Report should be a source of information about us, ecological farmers - members of the PRO-BIO Association. For more details, please contact the relevant regional centre or the Association central office in Šumperk. We will be pleased to answer your questions.
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Front-page photo: Zdeněk Ševčík (right) was awarded „Best Ecological Farmer in the Czech Republic in 2001“ (photo: Marek Sáblík, Pro-bio archive)

2001 Annual report

The year 2001 was more complicated for the PRO-BIO Association and its members than previous periods. On the first day of the year Act No. 242/2000 on Ecological farming came into force, but there was no united interpretation of it nor the procedural decree. This only appeared in February, as well as Regulation No. 53/2001. All this caused a lot of difficulty for ecological farmers who applied for subsidies according to Governmental Decree No. 505/2000 which referred to both above-mentioned laws. The Association defended its members interests in meetings with responsible representatives of the Ministry of Agriculture and also in meeting with agricultural agencies so that the financial benefit for ecological farming (EF) was paid in time and to the agreed amount. The Association advisors who worked at individual regional centres (RCs) essentially helped the Association members to adapt to the new legal conditions. This activity was reflected in the results of inspection carried out by KEZ inspection authority.

Satisfaction of the Association members was a reflection of the work done by the regional centres - there were 11 of them registered at the end of the year. Administrators of the centres took positions on the Board of the Association. At the end of the year Třebíč RC was divided into two new RCs: Brno and Humpolec.
It is necessary to say that there are certain imperfections in some of the RCs self-government, which makes the members criticise the work of the Association. In these sporadic cases the Board of PRO-BIO Administrators can decide to cancel such a RC if the internal situation of the centre does not improve.

PRO-BIO together with the Austrian Ernte Association initiated an important international event called „European Summer Academy of Ecological Farming“  which took place in June 21st to 23rd in Lednice. In the future years this Academy will focus on solving practical problems in ecological farming and on exchange of experience among experts from various European countries. In Lednice, an „Action plan of ecological farming development“ was introduced to the Czech Minister of Agriculture, Mr. Fencl, who was quite interested in it.

A big step was made in the area of promotion of ecological farming and of PRO-BIO members. It was for example a manual on usage of the PRO-BIO trade mark, promotional materials supporting sales and also presentation of the members in the monthly „Euro magazine“. 2001 was also a successful and final year of the project entitled „Support and development of ecological farming in the Jeseníky microregion“. During the year the Promotion and Project Department started to work on other projects as well.

A contract is being prepared with the German Bioland Association. PRO-BIO has been keeping a friendly relationship with its branch, Bioland Bayern since 1993. This contract is expected to strenghten influence on political decisions in the area of ecological farming in both countries, extend business cooperation, allow the use of Bioland trade mark by PRO-BIO members. The contract should also stimulate improvement in quality of the Association activities and further opportunities for Association members.

[Obrázek str.2:]

Mr. Jan Štěrba from Deblín and Mr. Miloš Kužvart, the Czech Minister of Agriculture, at an organic trade fair at Barrandov, Prague (Photo. Jiří Dvořák, Pro-bio archive)

The PRO-BIO member base:

The Association had 482 members of at the end of 2001, as follows:

Ecological farmers

387

Schools


    9

Advisors


  26

Shops



  54

Manufacturers


  28

Wholesalers


  14

Members of honour

  10

Note: some members belong to more than one category.

Acreage of agricultural PRO-BIO-cultivated land at the end of 2001:

Total





114,829.34 ha


of which arable land
   

               8,117.36 ha


TTP (sustainable grass growths)
106,558.10 ha   


orchards

       

       125.92 ha



vineyards




8.98 ha


vegetables

         

         18.98 ha

From the point of view of the Association’s life 2001 was a dynamic year in the spirit of ecological farming principles.

Stanislav Daněk, Chairman of the Association

Advisory Service

Advisory activities in 2001 were mostly orientated towards problems connected with introduction of Act No. 242/2000 on Ecological Farming and its Procedural Decree No. 53/2001. At the beginning of the year it meant helping farmers to fill in forms to apply for registration in EF. Such application was demanded by law from all participants in ecological farming by the end of February 2001. It was also necessary to prepare our members for KEZ inspection, as this inspection organisation was, during the last year, much more thorough and consistent in its activities. Faults mostly appeared in obligatory record-keeping. At the end of the year we had to sort out registration of some land newly belonging to the system of ecological farming in connection with subsidies. All of these advisory activities were carried out at the level of „field consultancy“ at regional centres whose administrators had been continuously trained in this area. Just as in previous years, the advisory service was co-financed via so called advisory interest groups which are entitled by the Czech Ministry of Agriculture (principles stating conditions for providing financial support in the form of subsidies based on supporting programmes defined in article 2, paragraph 1, the Act No. 252/1997 on Agriculture for the year 2001). Because of lower payments for consultancy from the Czech Ministry of Agriculture, amounting to 47.51%, interest among farmers was not very strong. However, there were 6 advisory interest groups at PRO-BIO regional centres (White Carpathians RC, Šumava RC, Třebíč RC, Jeseníky RC, Severovýchod RC and Litomyšl RC), which included 86 agricultural enterprises and gained 119.5 points, which means that the groups provided consultancy tothe sum of 2,390,000 crowns. Activities of the groups were limited, though, by the fact that they could only take in farmers from three neighbouring districts. That is why some of our members were included in groups at agrarian chambers, or other advisory organisations, but they still used PRO-BIO contractual advisors service. Besides advice concerning inspection and registration, there was also professional consultancy, especially on growing non-traditional crops and cattle and sheep breeding for meat.
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An advisory visit to Mr. Karel Tachecí’s farm in Budyně nad Ohří (Photo: Jiří Dvořák, Pro-bio archive)

Seminars, field trips and professional meetings

Most professional events of the year were transfered to regional centres responsibilitiy.

· 24th January: work meeting of PRO-BIO advisors in Šumperk, topic - „Interpretation of Act No. 242/2000 on Ecological Farming“, Mr. Rozsypal

· 13th February: lecture on ecological fruit-growing and nurseries at the Czech University of Agriculture in Prague

· 7th March: lecture on ecological fruit-growing at a fruit-growers seminar in Raná

· 11th March: „Processing and sale of organic products“ seminar in Šumperk

· 21st March: PRO-BIO advisors gave  lectures at the seminar entitled „Utilization of traditional crops in ecological farming and possibilities of sale“ which was held in the Research Institute of Crop Production in Prague

· 24th March: „Naturgarten - Biozahrada“ („Organic Garden“) seminar with Czech and Austrian experts giving lectures was held in České Budějovice

· 29th March: a half-day seminar entitled „Experience from ecological farmers work“ was held in Zábřeh na Moravě and focused on possibilities of organic beef sales concerning BSE in the Czech Republic, other examples were given on agrotourism and fruit-processing for juices.

· 25th May: Ing Rozsypal gave a lecture at the PRO-BIO Board of Administrators, in which he gave information about changes in the ¨interpretation of the Act on ecological farming and about experience from the ongoing inspection.

· 7-10th June: lectures of a PRO-BIO advisor at an ecological fruit-grower’s training course in Sweden (with Swedish, Danish and Finnish fruit-growers and advisors participating); topics- „Ecological fruit-growing“ and „Ecological farming in the Czech Republic and the PRO-BIO Association“.

· 21st June: participation in a seminar at the Czech Ministry of Agriculture in Prague and annotations to the Act on seed and seedlings.

· 14th December: advisors work meeting - topics: „Requisites of forms for KEZ inspection authority: EF Plan for 2001 and last year’s report“ - by Mr. Marek Štěrba, and “Experience from inspections after introduction of Act No. 242/2000 and Regulation No. 53/2001 and possibilities of cooperation between KEZ inspection authority and PRO-BIO in the field of advice“ by Mr. Jan Dvorský.

Publications

In 2001 three issues of the Bulletin of Ecological Farming were put out:

· EF Bulletin No. 21: Beef Cattle Breeding, Production and Sales of Organic Meat

· EF Bulletin No. 22: Organic Food Sales

· EF Bulletin No. 23: Ecological Apple Growing and Marketing Production of Organic Apples

A book, written by Mr. Juršík, Mr. Drgáč and Mr. Trávníček was published as well. Its title is „Non-Dairy Cattle Breeding in Conditions of Ecological Farming“

Publication of the PRO-BIO Journal for members was also renewed.

Projects

In 2001, as well as in the previous years, an important part of PRO-BIO activities was carrying out projects focused mostly on education, marketing and promotion of EF interests. Up to 80% of the costs for these project activities were covered by grants from the EU or other sponsors. On the other hand, the PRO-BIO Association, apart from co-financing these projects, also supported a grant programme of Partnership Foundation entitled „Promotion And Education In Ecological Farming“, to the sum of 200,000 crowns from its member contributions. The programme is especially aimed at small civic associations, regional groups of the Association and sales organisations of ecological farmers to strenghten advertising and promotion of organic food sales.

A positive result in implementation of projects was in keeping the PRO-BIO Association’s credit abroad, the negative side was the lack of trust of Czech state institutions (e.g. the Czech Ministry of Agriculture and Ministry of Industry and Trade) in the civic sector representing interests of ecological farmers and organic food consumers, which, besides others, projected in refusal to support consumer education regarding organic food (Ministry of Industry and Trade) or in the fact that the Ministry of Agriculture did not deal with the PRO-BIO application for support of civic associations for 2002.

[Obrázek str.4:]

The Association members on an excursion to a Bioland association company - Wolfel abbatoir in Bayeruth, Germany (Photo: Renata Osladilová, Pro-bio archive)

Summary of implemented projects in 2001:

(Budgets and amount of grants - see Profit and Loss Account)

1. Support and development of ecological farming in the Jeseníky microregion

(EU Phare No. CZ 9807, MMR)

The aim of the project was to support development of ecological farming in the Jeseníky  as a viable activity and as a tool for diversification of agriculture and development of sustainable rural life. Within this EU pilot project PRO-BIO verified that a common resolution of progressive tasks within regions (e.g. common promotion, marketing, lobbing etc.) is much more effective for farmers who are the Association members than individuals. Another important thing is the possibility of using the same structure and outputs of the project in other regions which is a multiplying effect. The project focused on education, promotion  and support of practical, marketing organic programmes. (Investment: equipment for food-tasting and exhibitions, completing equipment of an abbatoir, a cheese making plant, herb-growing, a bakery, equipment for eco-agrotourism etc.) Besides other effects the project contributed to an increase in the number of members within the microregion (Šumperk, Bruntál and Jeseník districts) by 18% (from 77 to 91 enterprises).

Examples of other outputs: 3 studies („Study on development, current situation and potential development of ecological farming in the Jeseníky microregion“, „History of agriculture in the Jeseníky region“, „Possibilities of seed and seedling production for ecological farming“), 3 specialist EF Bulletins, 10 lectures for schools and general public, 15 promotional events with organic food tastings, modernisation and operation of the „Advise and Information Centre for Ecological Agriculture“ in Šumperk - ICEA, 3 specialist seminars, an advisory booklet for the PRO-BIO trade mark, an Association-member manual, regional „bio“ (organic) trade marks, articles in newspapers and magazines (e.g. 10 pages in Euro Magazine), a photo-study on ecological farming, exhibition stands on ecological farming, series of colour leaflets etc.

A conclusive report of the project and of results of  the studies including interviews, photographs and documentaries was published in a ten-page colour feature in the „Euro magazine“.

2. SVWO - Support of the PRO-BIO Association Structure and Biodynamic Agriculture:

Ongoing support from the Swiss SVWO Association for East-West Cooperation in Ecological Farming. In 2001 the support was mainly focused on financial completion of the 10% obligatory co-participation in the Phare + MMR project, (Microregion Jeseníky - another 10% was financed by the PRO-BIO Jeseníky RC). We received the sum of 230,000 crowns from SVWO in December 2000, which is why it is not included in the profit and loss account of the year described.

The SVWO Association also supported participation of Annegret Bohmert, a Swiss lecturer, at a seminar devoted to health food and cooking, which took place in August at Kout - a biodynamic farm in Fořt. 

Within its biodynamic activities  PRO-BIO also supported operation of the Camphill České Kopisty civic association which is a PRO-BIO member. The association has been working on establishing a „Camphill“, i.e. home for handicapped people at a biodynamic farm in České Kopisty near Litoměřice (www.camphill.cz).The headquarters of this association was within the PRO-BIO base in Šumperk. PRO-BIO also provided coordination, accounting etc. for the Camphill project.

Within the now traditional cooperation with the SVWO project, PRO-BIO used and administered financial means entrusted by the Swiss SVWO association to the self-help PRO-BIO fund.

3. REC Budapest - Traditional crop growing in ecological farming, biodiversity and organic seed

(REC - regional ecological centre for Eastern Europe based in Hungary and supported by the Danish government)

A cooperative grant implemented together with the Slovak Ekotrend Association. In 2001 its first part was carried out. Some outputs: excursions, tastings, some more leaflets on crops including recipies, „Česká biokuchařka“ - a Czech organic cookery book.

4. REC Praha - Support for ecological farming in the EU and in the Czech Republic

Within this national grant, supported by the Prague branch of REC, a team of experts was established and a study elaborated, which sums up the legislative framework for support of ecological farming in Europe, shows particular examples in individual countries, introduces action plans of EF development and suggests possibilities for the Czech Republic. The study summary was published in a representative form in „Euro Magazine“.

5. BIOMARKETING 2001

(the Luxembourg Ministry of Environment - via Hëllef fir d’ Natur foundation)

A complex grant programme supporting the PRO-BIO Association marketing activities: coordination, information system, advisory, promotion, advertising and sales support. Under this project an advise and coordination office for organic food sales was run in Šumperk, some retailers’ activities were supported as well as planning seminars, press conferences, exhibitions, trade fairs and public open days, regular publication of the „Bio-monthly“ magazine, publication of a manual on organic food sales and also internet presentations. For a detailed list of the activities see other articles of this annual report - promotion and marketing.

6. EPSAT - advisory work in ecological farming (a PTT method)

(„Leonardo da Vinci“, an EU programme coordinated by a Dutch advisory association)

Finishing of this project which was aimed at several countries (both EU members and prospective-member countries). Besides an international workshop held in Staré Město pod Sněžníkem, advisory modules for ecological farming, obtained from the EU, were translated.

7. NABU - Seed for ecological farming

(the EU - NABU - the German Association of Nature Conservationists)

NABU considers the lack of non-certified organic seed as a big barrier to further development of ecological farming in Europe. Therefore, with EU support, they organise specialist seminars focused on this problem all over Europe. In the Czech Republic such a seminar was organised in Brno, May 2001 by the PRO-BIO Association.

8. BIO ACADEMY - Lednice 2001

(the EU - Taiex and the Austrian Ministry of Agriculture)

Implementation of a PRO-BIO member, Dr. Piatti’s idea - to establish a tradition of a Central European Summer Academy of Ecological Farming in Lednice na Moravě (at Mendel University of Agriculture and Forestry. The inaugural event was held in June 2001 with participation of the Czech and Austrian Ministers of Agriculture and EU representatives. PRO-BIO was the garrantor of a specialised programme, was responsible for organic catering, exhibitions, referrees, specialist excursions, promotion, presentation etc. The Czech and Austrian Ministries of Agriculture and the Austrian Ernte association also took part in co-organisation of the event.

9. Potential for EF beef sales in the Czech Republic

(The Dutch Avalon foundation and the Czech Ministry of Agriculture)

This project involved assistance of Dutch experts, coordination of Czech advisors and gaining data from Czech ecological farms. As an output, there is a study on the possibilities of implementation - especially focusing on indoor cattle feeding and possibilities of organic beef sales ( mainly according to demand from Ahold supermarket chain). The study was written by Dutch advisory companies on the basis of a contract with the Avalon foundation.

Note: In the profit and loss account, all items regarding the projects are evaluated according to the Act on Accounting. Some projects were supported on the basis of a grant contract (REC, Phare - the Jeseníky Microregion and EPSAT), other on the basis of a donation contract - donation for ecology (Hëllef fir d’Natur and SVWO), the rest were treated as a sub-supply for other organisations and these are accounted as earnings.

Marketing

In 2001 the PRO-BIO Association focused, in organic food sales, mainly on supporting the sales of its members. As the Association has no sales company on its own and thus it cannot directly arrange sales based on the principle of purchase and further sale, it aimed to practical support of sale especially in the following areas:

· Coordination, advice and information system: a PRO-BIO manager was responsible for coordination and support of sales programmes. This activity meant especially finding new manufacturers, signing and implementing partnership contracts, providing advice for manufacturers and member enterprises (farmers), providing manufacturers with information about materials available within the Association, utilizing and creating the Association information system (Lotus Notes, Internet), supporting regional sales programmes (e.g. regional organic sales coops of PRO-BIO members), and providing or intermediating loans for the organic produce sales. 
Via The White Carpathians RC, the Association supported organic beef sales in this region, namely an abbatoir run by Pavel Pešek and Filex processing plant run by Lubomír Frýželka. It also supported organic beef sales in the Jeseníky region and Úsovsko abbatoir joint-stock company in Klopina. Cooperation with Olma Olomouc dairy plant continued as well. The Association started cooperation with Polabské mlékárny plc. in Poděbrady and with Jesenické mlékárny plc. in Bruntál - both these dairies have already been members of the Association and have a partnership contract. Contact with the Delvita chain of supermarkets (so far without any contractual relationship or membership) about sales of meat, vegetables, dairy products and possibly dry food. Cooperation in vegetable and meat sales continued with the Carrefour chain. Another activity supported via The White Carpathians RC was sales of organic apple juices. Numerous PRO-BIO members were very active in the field of organic produce sales, e.g. Mr.Sklenář’s farm in Sasov, producing organic pork, or Ekodružstvo Severozápad, producing organic beef for Carrefour, Hypernova, Delvita, Tesco and Albert hypermarkets. Traditional recourses of our organic produce sales are companies such as PRO-BIO Ltd. in Staré Město pod Sněžníkem, Country Life Praha and Sluneční Brána in Čejkovice.

[Obrázek str.5:]

Renate Künast, the German Minister of Agriculture and Bernward Geier, the IFOAM association Director, at the Czech display at the international Biofach trade fair; and Josef Aberle from Pavlov in traditional South-Moravian costume (Photo: Markéta Doubravská, Pro-bio archive)

· Organic food sales in registered member retail shops:

The section of PRO-BIO retailers is managed by Mrs. Jarmila Chladová from Litomyšl, other active advisory points for organic food sales have been established in diferrent parts of the Czech Republic, e.g. in Šumperk, Hradec Králové, Brno and Prague. These help new organic shops and cooperate with regional sales programmes for EF products all over the 

Czech Republic. For report on organic food retailers see further.

· Promotion, advertising, sales support:

The PRO-BIO Association made a noticeable attempt in the field of promotion and sales         support. Report on these activities is included in the following chapter.

[Obrázek str.6:]

Petr Weidenthaler, an ecological vegetable-grower, at the „Pod Kaštany“ market in Zlín (Photo: Pro-bio archive)

Promotion and advertising

Regarding promotion and advertising in 2001 we focused on producing a manual for the Association and for Association member and on preparation of promotional materials (leaflets, posters, boards, bags, glasses with logo etc.) in connection with the manuals. The aim was to create a united graphic style. We cooperated with Kobra Design agency in Brno. Our work was inspired by a workshop entitled „Establishing priorities in promotion and advertising“ which we organised together with BioCit agency on May 16th at Toulcův dvůr in Prague. The workshop also brought the decision to promote a nation-wide BIO trade mark via particular products of PRO-BIO members. Another important point was involving the Pro-BIO Association in a programme promoting ecological farming. The Association contributed a substantial amount to a Partnership Foundation fund which had been established for this purpose and also took part in resolving a grant programme.

The main promotional event in 2001 was the European Summer Academy of Ecological Farming, which not only had international participation but also international impact. Amongst the participants were Jan Fencl, the Czech Minister of Agriculture, and Wilhelm Molterer, the Austrian Minister of Agriculture. At the conference several PRO-BIO members introduced their products and PRO-BIO Ltd. arranged the refreshment. 

At the end of 2000 a narrative book entitled Česká Biozahrada (The Czech Organic Garden) was published, which during 2001 worked as a wonderful promotional tool of the Association and of ecological attitude to growing plants in general. Before Christmas 2001 we, together with Fontána Publishers, issued a beautiful book entitled Česká Biokuchařka (the Czech Organic Cookery Book) comprising tried and tested recipies from Ms. Michalová, who is well-known from numerous organic food-tasting events.

The PRO-BIO Association was involved in many promotional events held all over the Czech Republic during the whole year, mostly via its regional centres.

Summary of events:

· 15th February, the Czech Parliament: a press conference on the BSE topic 

· 15th - 18th February, Nuremberg: a PRO-BIO stand at BioFach - the biggest world exhibition of organic food, wich was also visited by the German Minister Renate Künast; our participation was supported by Heinrich Böll Foundation

· 16th - 18th February: a trip for retailers and other Association members with the topic „Processing and sales potential in examples within the Czech Republic“ including a visit of the BioFach exhibition

· 16th May, Toulcův Dvůr, Prague: „Establishing priorities in promotion and advertising activities of the PRO-BIO Association“ - a workshop

· 26th May, Pitín: „Bartákův Hrnec“ (The Barták Cup) - awarded to the best ecological farmer of the year, Zdeněk Ševčík

· 29th May: „Influence of agriculture on landscape, ecological farming and the PRO-BIO Association“ - a lecture within an ecological education event for young people, held by Koniklec u Jičína public benefit corporation.

· 21st - 23rd June, Lednice: European Summer Academy of Ecological Farming

· 30th August - 5th September, České Budějovice: „Země Živitelka“ exhibition

· 1st September, Bystré: exhibition and tasting within the „European Village Culture“ European Festival

· 8th September, Hoslovice: South-Bohemian Organic Harvest Festival

· 9th September, Starý Hrozenkov: White-Carpathian Organic Harvest Festival

· 13th September, Prague, Country Life: a press conference, held by BioCit agency

· September, Prague, the Ministry of Agriculture: a press conference on ecological farming, held by BioCit agency

· 21st - 22nd September, Prague: participation in a traditional organic trade fair at Barrandov, held by League for Energy Alternatives

· 21st - 23rd September, Prague: participation in „Harmonie“ - an exhibition of healthy life style

· 26th October: participation in ecological NGO meeting, called by Mrs. Dine, the wife of Radio Free Europe’s director, at the US Embassy

· 5th - 6th October, Brno: participation in Organic Trade Fair held by Veronica ecological institute

· 30th November, Prague: The First Christmas Organic Trade Fair in Republic Square

· During the year PRO-BIO, partly cooperating with other companies and organisations, prepared numerous promotional materials and tools:

· „Česká biokuchařka“ - an organic cookery book with recepies by Anna Michalová from Research Institute of Crop Production in Ruzyně, Prague. The book was published by Fontána Publishers, Olomouc.

· „Model Bio“ - a film on ecological farming in the White Carpathians: it is a narrative description of a complex model resolution for maintaining the protected landscape area of the White Carpathians by PRO-BIO members. This film, awarded a prize at the „Ekofilm“ festival in Český Krumlov, was made by BioCit agency.

· „Se znamením života“ (With The Sign Of Life) - a film within a Czech TV series „Towards Europe - the last minute“, in which several PRO-BIO members were introduced. The film was shown on Czech TV a few times. It was made for the Czech Ministry of Agriculture by PF studio in Prague.

· Leaflets. Numerous leaflets were made to promote ecological farming: Bio či nebýt (Bio or not to be) - 7 versions, The PRO-BIO Assocciation, Ecological Farming, Spelt wheat, Buckwheat, Milk, Meat, Apples.

· Posters, Boards, Stands.

· A manual for the Association and Association members

· Paper shopping bags and glasses with the PRO-BIO logo.

In 2001 we gave lectures on ecological farming and on organic food at secondary schools (in Loštice, Zábřeh, Šumperk, Mohelnice, Jeseník, Bruntál and Město Albrechtice) and primary schools (in Šumperk, Staré Město and Jeseník)

During the year we continually supported the Bio - monthly magazine for sustainable life - the Association covered for the distribution to all its members, we provided web pages with referrence to PRO-BIO member enterprises (www.pro-bio.cz), published in the press, had programmes on TV and radio and provided information services for consumers and journalists.

Activities of Regional Centres

The report of the RCs activities was written on the basis of data supplied from individual RC administrators and does not necessarily always express the opinion of the Association management.

South Bohemia Regional Centre has not provided the data of their activities for this report; in 2001 this RC showed practically no activity at all.

1. THE WHITE CARPATHIANS Regional Centre, Starý Hrozenkov

Administrator: Milan Drgáč

Board of Administrators: Jaroslav Šašinka, Josef Haničinec, František Březík, Pavel Šeliga, Ladislav Karásek, Pavel Hromek, Jiří Mikšík, Josef Ondruch, Zdeněk Škarpich, Josef Krajcar

· Official founding of the White Carpathians RC - 16th March 2001 ( at the establishing meeting in Zlín); on 1st November the Regional Centre had 54 members

Providing advice was the main activity of the Regional Centre. As for the new Act No. 242 andDecree No. 53 it was necessary to harmonize legislation and activities of ecological farmers, which resulted in registration of the farmers and certification of their organic products and organic food.

Another essential task lies in processing and sales of organic products and organic food (organic beef and milk). PRO-BIO assisted in certification of an abbatoir (Pavel Pešek Abbatoir in Rokytnice) and a processing plant (FILEX in Uherský Brod). Four ecologically bred bulls were slaughtered for testing and the meat distributed. The meat was vacuum-packed and mostly sold in regional shops.

The Regional Centre also puts significant effort to producing and processing milk. A dairy plant in Bojkovice (the White Carpathians Sales Coop) is being prepared for milk-processing, the expected amount for the year 2002 if 10 thousand litres of ecological milk per day.

Other activities focus on promotion of ecological farming and relevant education with the aim of stabilizing and improving existing ecological enterprises, gaining as many new organic-food consumers and farmers as possible in the White Carpathians and surrounding areas.

The RC commitee meetings:

1) 12th April - in Starý Hrozenkov (Uherské Hradiště district)

2) 10th May - in Mikulůvka (Vsetín district)

3) 14th June - in Rusava (Kroměříž district)

4) 9th August - in Javorník (Hodonín district)

5) 13th December - in Záhorovice (Uherské Hradiště district)

[obrázek str. 7:]

Ecological orchards in the White Carpathians are used for cattle-grazing as well (Photo: Marek Sáblík, Pro-bio archive)

Seminars

· 14th February in Starý Hrozenkov : an advisory meeting and training course on the new registration of ecological farmers + information about the PRO-BIO Association

· 24th - 25th October in Starý Hrozenkov: „Principals and Legislation of Ecological Farming“ (coorganisers: The Czech EF Advisors and Inspectors Association  and the Czech Ministry of Agriculture).

· 24th November in Uherské Hradiště: „Protection of Plants in Ecological Farming“ - within the film festival on environment - TSTTT in Uherské Hradiště. (Coorganisers: Information Centre for Moravské Kopanice Development, Environment Department of the Uherské Hradiště District Authority)

Grants and subsidies

· Interest Groups

The advisor - Milan Drgáč, 19 ecological farmers involved ( from the Zlín, Uherské Hradiště and Hodonín districts); total sum 520,000 crowns (including cofinancing 52,49%).

· Promotion of ecological farming - a grant from the Partnership Foundation, Brno

Total sum of the project 116,000 crowns, out of which 30% was cofinanced. On 31st December 2001 78.713.20 crowns used (production of promotional materials for Luční Údolí gardening centre, organic food labels, a programme on ecological farming on Zlín AZ radio station, making presentation boards for two farms, purchase of a stand and equipping the stand for presentation of ecological farmers).

Other regional events organised by the RC:

· 26th May in Pitín and Hostětín - the best ecological farmer of 2000, Z. Ševčík from Pitín formally awarded with Bartákův Hrnec (the Barták Cup) + the Spring Organic Trade Fair in Hostětín. In cooperation with Tradice Bílých Karpat (the White Carpathians Tradition) company.

· 26th June - a lecture on ecological farming at the Trades Training Centre of Agriculture in Uherský Brod by M. Drgáč

· 15th August - a one-hour live broadcast on ecological farming on Zlín AZ radio station (+ advertising posters for the programme). Participation - Milan Drgáč, P. Huspenina.

· 9th September - Harvest Festival in Starý Hrozenkov with presentation of ecological farmers. In cooperation with Kopanice Information Centre, the Town of Starý Hrozenkov and ecological farmers in the region.

· 26th October - a meeting of fruit-growers from the White Carpathians region (in Hostětín) - introducing fruit-growers to possibilities and conditions of ecological cultivation of orchards (in cooperation with Tradice Bílých Karpat company).

· 13th December in Záhorovice - A meeting of the RC commitee connected to a discussion with experts from the Agricultural Economic Research Institute in Brno and their foreign guests (agro-environmental policy)

· solving problems in ecological beef sales - preparation of an abbatoir and a meat-processing plant for certification (Pavel Pešek abbatoir in Rokytnice and Filex in Uherský Brod), seeking and coordinating sales. Beginning of sale of vacuum-packed meat in September 2001, at a harvest festival. The first slaughter in 2001 - 4 animals. 
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Organic bread from K+K company in Blansko (Photo: Radomil Hradil, Pro-bio archive)

2. NORTHWEST Regional Centre, Dalovice

Administrator: Zdeněk Perlinger, tel.: 017-32 26 354

Board of Administrators: Petr Zacharda, Jan Crha

The RC works in regions with a high percentage of ecologically farmed land. This means a high percent of areas of sustainable grass growth, although there are numerous farms cultivating in the order of tens to hundreds of hectares of arable land. A sales coop has been established in the region, specialized in sale of our main product - beef. Regarding other organic products - grain crops are sold through trade organisations, meat is sold via the sales coop or wholesalers and the rest (poultry, mutton, cheese etc.) is sold from the farms.

The Regional Centre arranged an after-harvest line and storage of organic produce at a private company which operates commercially, another after-harvest line has been in operation at a school farm belonging to the Secondary School of Agriculture in Dalovice. Within the RC activities we also established a consumer group.

At present 86 farms (ca 50,000 ha) use the Regional Centre’s services, including enterprises from Northeast and Šumava RCs. Each farm needs the  advisory service approximately 2 - 3 times a year, either visiting the Regional Centre or inviting the advisor to the farm, or by phone enquiry.
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Saxon ecological farmers on an excursion to Czech colleagues from PRO-BIO, Mr. Emil Stašák’s Údrč farm (Photo: Zdeněk Perlinger, Pro-bio archive)

Priorities of 2001
· Meetings and individual visits to farms - no difficulties, a research sent to farmers confirmed that two meetings within a year suited them. The meetings are divided - because of the considerable size of the region - into Western meeting (in Dalovice) and Northern meeting (in Babiny), while other events are organised together. Apart from consultations via telephone, 105 personal meetings with individual farmers were held in 2001.

· Foreign visits - quite strong interest from Bavarian and Saxon ecological farmers from Gäa and Bioland associations was blocked by a ban on accepting foreign visitors to Czech farms (SLAK), which was only cancelled after the Germans could no longer organise their excursions.

· RC member excursions - our farmers visited the Biofach exhibition (ca 20 people), took an excursion on the topic „Goat-breeding and organic cheese-production“ in Saxony (ca 15 people) and visited specialist agricultural school in Regensburg with ecological days at Horsch company (ca 10 people). All other planned events (eco-agrotourism in Saxony and Bavaria, Old Bavarian Ecological Farms, Pig-breeding in Sasov) were postponed until 2002.

· „Interest Groups“ programme - was not successfull - we did not achieve this subsidiary title, there were difficulties in submiting two projects under one ID (Business Identification Number) which for the year 2002 has been solved by combining with the Agrarian Chamber in Ústí nad Labem who will submit our project for the North and cover it with their own ID.

· Organic produce marketing - the Northwest ecological coop has been extending its activities, improving quality of products (protective atmosphere packing), a contract was agreed on organic feeding of cattle in the West (Škarda farm). After-harvest treatment and storage of grain crops produced in the region were combined, which helps and simplifies the trade organisations and their sales. Thanks to the Regional Centre, organic vegetables came into the region - promotion of ecological farming has increased by extending the range of products. Lack of potatoes confirmed a growing consumer interest in this commodity.

· Agrochemical testing of soil - samples from ecological farms were taken preferentially, i.e. namely from farms of the former Northbohemian Region.

· International cooperation - cooperation with the Saxon Gäa association has intensified and 2001 was the first year of particular cross-border cooperation with a regional branch of the Bioland association in Bavaria.
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PRO-BIO ecological farmers on an excursion to their colleagues in Saxony, a goats-cheese processing plant (Photo: Zdeněk Perlinger, Pro-bio archive)

3. NORTHEAST Regional Centre, Hořice v Podkrkonoší

Administrator: Bedřich Plíšek

Board of Administrators: Vladimír Jemelík, Květoslav Lemberk and Bedřich Plíšek

Member registration was successful, only two members have not managed to register with the Czech Ministry of Agriculture. Results of inspection were quite good as well, despite certain misunderstandings with the KEZ inspection authority. All this confirms well-managed preparation of members. RC members were active in public promotion of ecological farming.

Shortcomings occureded in communication with the PRO-BIO central office in Šumperk and a bad impression rose from an undeservedly bad public evaluation of RC activities for the year 2000 with consequenti negative motivation for further activities, bad impression from organisation and support of RC activities from the central office, including financial support.

Priorities of 2001
To prepare RC members for successful registration and passing KEZ inspection, advice both within and outside the Interest Group, promotion of ecological farming.

The Regional Centre events in 2001

There were regional meetings on 10 January and 19 March. The first meeting in Hořice had, as its main topic, explanations and answers to questions regarding registration and relevant paperwork, other questions about the Act on Ecological Farming and its procedural decree and subsidies for ecological farming. The main topic of the second meeting was the Interest Group.

There were no other joint events of members. Some members were active in promotion, though: participating in the organic trade fair in Prague (Tůmas, Šourek, Plíšek), and foul-christening at the Hucul farm (Mr. Kabursický)

The RC Administrator took part in a visit from Polish ecological farmers and EF inspectors on the Šourek family farm and introduced them to ecological farming in the Czech Republic and PRO-BIO Association.

The RC Administrator also organised and accompanied an excursion of 4 Danish ecological fruit-growers and advisors to a cultivating station in Střížovice, to Mazánek family fruit farm and to his own orchard.

Interest Group:

Originally 4 enterprises were involved in the Interest Group project. The project was refused by the Ministry of Agriculture for formal irregularities. In spite of this the advisory services still operated. In October the Ministry re-evaluated their decision and offered the possibility of project implementation. Three enterprises then stayed with the Interest Group: Mr. Kabursický’s Hucul farm, Mr. Kučera ‘s Rubín farm and Statek Podlesí - the Jemelík family farm.
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Ecological goat-breeding at Libor Buchta‘s farm in Modlín (Photo: Zdeněk Perlinger, Pro-bio archive)

4. THE JESENÍKY Regional Centre, Šumperk

Administrator: František Winter

Board of Administrators: Petr Trávníček, Stanislav Daněk, Martin Hutař, Jan Horřák, Jarosdlav Kováč, Pavel Žák, Dr. František Zbytek

Until 21st March 2001 the Jeseníky regional centre worked without business registration, under Petr Trávníček’s management. On 21st March 2001 a members meeting was called and it was decided, that the Regional Centre should become an independent legal subject and apply for an ID (Business Identification Number). New management of the Regional Centre was elected. František Winter was elected the RC Administrator and Petr Trávníček, Stanislav Daněk, Martin Hutař and Jan Hořák became members of the Board of Administrators, which began work and declared its main tasks.

Priorities of 2001
The following aims were included in the RC’s priorities:

· providing maximum information for the member base, either via newsletters or the Bio-monthly magazine;

· assistance for farmers in using or implementing Phare or Sapard programmes;

· providing advisory service for farmers in the area of ecological farming regarding Decree No. 242/2000;

· providing advisory service regarding the „Interest Groups“ support programme - project drafting etc.;

· starting work on establishing a sales coop.

Three more members joined the Board of Administrators in October, namely Jaroslav Kováč from the Bruntál district, and Pavel Žák and František Zbytek from the Jeseník district. Thus we achieved representation of all districts on the Board of Administrators within the Jeseníky RC. The Board decided that the accounts be managed by Miroslav Buchta.

List of Jeseníky Regional Centre events:

- 6th February - RC work meeting in Hynčice nad Moravou

- 9th February - RC work meeting in Šumperk

- 12th February - RC work meeting in Bruntál

- 13th February - RC work meeting in Lipová Lázně

- 21st March - RC Jeseníky members meeting

- finding out the possibilities of certification of abbatoirs (Sedum Dvorů, Malá Morava, ZD Úsovsko - Klopina)

- creating promotional materials - stickers for Jeseníky RC members

- implementing the project of - ZD Jeseník and Agropodnik Dvorce a.s.

- 2 October - excursion and training course for the agicultural branch of a secondary school in Šumperk within the Partnership Foundation project

- 12th October - a training course for beginners in ecological farming at Pension Zámeček

- 17th December - a members meeting on establishing the sales coop

- 19th December - a training course on EF legislation in Šumperk

- 20th December - a training course on EF legislation in Mlýn u Kročilů (Bruntál district)

- 21th December - a training course on EF legislation in Bobrovník (Jeseník district)

Interest Groups advisory programme:
In the Jeseníky RC 36 clients applied for the Interest Groups advisory programme with a total of 58 points. Of this number there were 13 companies and 23 individuals.

Of these, 35 clients with 55.5 points actually took part in the programme, which resulted in a subsidy from the Ministry of Agriculture to the sum of 527,361 crowns.
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Participants in the Lednice BIOacademy on an excursion to the Štěrbas farm in Deblín (Photo: Renata Osladilová, Pro-bio archive)

5. MORAVSKÁ BRÁNA Regional Centre, Příbor

Administrators: Jan Látal, from 12 July Alena Malíková

Alena Malíková took over as Administrator of the RC, from Jan Látal. The priority was to bring the Regional Centre back to life after a period of certain stagnation, put the accounts in order and, in the second half of the year, to spread the idea of ecological farming within the RC area.

List of events:

19th October - a get-together with farmers of the Nový Jičín district

23rd November - a visit to ecological farmers in the Jeseníky region

Participation in producing an agro-environmental programme for Poodří protected landscape area - promoting ecological farming as the most natural form of agriculture in a large protected landscape area

Establishment of a new Board of Administrators of the RC has been planned for 2002, as well as visits to all member enterprises within the region, applying for and eventually implementing a grant for EF promotion in the region and also organising a seminar for regional farmers, etc.

6. THE ŠUMAVA Regional Centre, Zdíkov - Branišov 9, 384 73 Stachy

Administrator: Vladimír Krtouš, tel.: 0602-83 09 90

Board of Administrators: František Scheinost, Pavel Vokál, Milan Skolek

The whole of last year  bore the sign of changes in legislative standards and regulations for ecological farming. Most of the farmers, with the assistance of RC advisors, successfully solved problems and confusion related to this. The KEZ inspection activities and connected administrative work were also affected by the new legal regulations. Not everything was fully clear, even some controversial views appeared. About 1/3 of farmers joined the „Interest Groups“ programme and used the services of authorised advisors.

Šumava farmers created an Agricultural Division as a subject of the Regional association of Šumava rural concils which brought them adequate representation in this body and thus they can better promote their interests and renewal and development of rural areas.

This is also closely related to questions of potential usage of the EU pre-entry funds, especially SAPARD. During the year a development study, entitled AGRO-EURO REGION ŠUMAVA, was completed, which is aimed at utilization of the SAPARD fund in the Šumava region for particular farm projects.

Farmers associated with PRO-BIO RC Šumava made an agreement and became a collective member of the afore-mentioned Agricultural Division of the Regional association of Šumava rural councils. During the year an ecological information centre for farmers started work in Stachy. There was an ecological education course for farmers and a specialist excursion to Austrian and German organic farms was organised. A promotional leaflet entitled „ Ecological farming in the Šumava region“ was published in Czech and German versions.

Priorities of 2001
The plan of PRO-BIO RC Šumava activities, approved on 2nd January 2001 was fulfilled in all its 11 points. The most emphasis was put on helping  RC members applying for registration according to the Act No. 242/2000 on Ecological Farming and providing advisory service in professional questions, promotion, education and conceptual matters. Close attention was given to elaboration of the AGRO-EUROREGION development study. So far only a little satisfaction comes from organic-quality products.

List of events and projects implemented:

· 16th February in Vimperk and 18 February in Velhartice - a training course focused on the new law and its procedural decree

· 10th May, Haidmühle - cross-border cooperation (Interreg projects)

· 3rd August, Stachy - a get-together of PRO-BIO RC Šumava members

· 8th September, Hoslovice - Organic Harvest Festival

· 10th - 13th September, Žďár nad Sázavou - participation in a training course for advisors (2 advisors)

· 3rd - 5th October, Vimperk - ecological education course for farmers

· 16th October - excursion of German organic farmers from the Regensburg and Freyung-Grafenau districts to the Šumava region

· 24th October - excursion of the PRO-BIO RC Šumava members to ecological farms in Austria and Germany

Interest Group:

In view of the long-term decline in state subsidies for advisory services - as low as under 50% already - farmers interest in such services has decreased as well. Therefore advisory activities supported by state subsidies were only used by 16 agricultural companies, included in the interest group of PRO-BIO Šumava, although there are 46 ecological farmers registered in PRO-BIO RC Šumava.

7. POLABÍ Regional Centre, Kostelec nad Černými lesy

Administrator: Josef Škeřík, app. Ph. D.

Board of Administrators: Libor Mičák, Karel Tachecí, Jaroslav Groman

Polabí region is quite large and diverse regarding natural conditions. Despite this its greater part is situated in an area of intense agricultural activity. Therefore there are not many ecological farmers here. A large part of the member base are non-farming companies - retailers, honorary members, the Ministry, foundations etc.

Priorities of 2001
The main priority was to include the farmers in the new system of farming according to Act No. 240 and the Decree - a registration. Another aim was preparation for EF inspection.

Amongst other priorities was the organisation of a „Field Day“ at an ecological experimental station of the Czech University of Agriculture in Uhříněves and organising seminars with various EF topics.

List of events
16th February - a seminar on the Act on EF and registration of ecological farmers

13th March - a seminar on the Act on EF and registration of ecological farmers

3rd July - a „Field Day“ with the topic of species for ecological farming

17th October - a seminar on organic product sales

24th October - a seminar on the Act on EF and inspection

27th October - a seminar on vegetable growing and EF inspection

31st October - a seminar on sewing methods and plant nutrition in ecological farming

7th November - a seminar on weed control

9th November - a seminar on meat sales and weed control

There also were numerous consultations provided on farms and over the phone. 

9. LITOMYŠL Regional Centre 

Administrator : František Chlad

Board of Administrators: František Chlad, Jarmila Chladová, Jiří Hejl, Miroslav Vraný, Josef Janský

2001 was the Litomyšl regional centre’s first year, which brought the necessity of creating a system in the RC’s actvities, necessary organisational settings, contacting regional members, and elaborating a financial balance sheet. A positive fact is that, as early as in the first year of its existence, the RC started all planned activities needed for good and efficient running of the RC (meetings, Interest Groups, advisory, 2 small grant-supported projects, a seminar, educational activities and promotion of ecological farming and organic food). One year in operation is a short period and so we are still encountering problems of more participation from the side of farmers in the region. We have been gradually gaining trust though, and the farms are begining to turn to the RC with ideas regarding common solutions, advice and getting information. Further extension  of the RC’s activities and services is quite limited by our financial situation. Improvement of the small family farms situation is one of the difficulties, as well as flexibility and possibility of financial loans, extension of arable land, extension of the portion of required non-traditional crops and processing produce from small ecological farms.

List of events:

· 22nd April: „Earth Day“ in Litomyšl - introducing the RC to the public, an organic food tasting was organised as well as a stall-sale of organic products from ecological farms.

· 1st September: exhibition of organic food with information on the PRO-BIO Association activities and with stall-sale of organic products from the Tůmas family farm from Dědov in Bystré  - all within an important international event entitled Cultural Village of Europe.

· 21st - 23rd September: assistance in presentation of the PRO-BIO Association at Harmonie in Prague.

· 3rd October: at the request of the School of hotel services in Hronov we organised an exhibition of organic food in Arnika hotel in Špindlerův Mlýn at the II. Festival of „hotel training schools“

· 30rd October - 1 November: a two-day specialist seminar in Deštné v Orlických horách at the Domov mountain chalet which is the base of Mr. Povolný’s ecological farm.

· The Litomyšl RC applied for four grants to the Partnership Foundation, out of which two applications were successful

· Regional work meetings were held in February in Ústí nad Orlicí and in August in Litomyšl

· The Litomyšl RC was involved in the Interest Groups project for 2001 in three districts - Svitavy, Rychnov nad Kněžnou and Ústí nad Orlicí.

· Consultations for Association members are carried out continually - according to need (via mobile phone, fixed phone lines, fax, e-mail), eventually through a personal visit to a farm on the basis of prior arrangement. During the year the Administrator made personal contact with nearly all members in the region. The most frequent questions regarded practicalities relating to administrative work demanded by the KEZ inspection authority.

Interest Groups

Out of the total 32 RC Litomyšl members (23 farms, 9 retailers and producers) 13 farms applied, with 16 points approved by the Ministry of Agriculture. Support within the Interest Group was then obtained by 8 members with 9 points. At a points-value of 20,000 crowns and acknowledged normative costs of 180,000 crowns the subsidy amounted to85,518 crowns.

9. TŘEBÍČ Regional Centre

Administrator: Květuše Hejátková

Board of Administrators: Milan Novák, Antonín Balcar

For this regional centre, 2001 was a year of efforts to extend the system of ecological farming in the RC area - in the districts of Břeclav, Vyškov, Znojmo, Brno (both the city and the countryside), Třebíč, Žďár nad Sázavou, Pelhřimov, Havlíčkův Brod, Jihlava. It is a large area of very diverse natural conditions and thus methods of agricultural land-cultivation and production structure of companies also vary. It was difficult to solve the needs of individual enterprises. This brought the idea of dividing the RC into two smaller ones, which would have a better chance of solving particular problems of the enterprises more intensively. Thus, since January the1st, 2002, two independent reional centres have been in operation in Brno and Humpolec. They are both well equipped to be able to provide good quality service for those involved in ecological business. Through joint activity with a secondary school of agriculture, the Humpolec RC can extraordinarily improve its advisory and educationl potential which is much needed in the highland area.

Priorities of 2001
The priorities of 2001 mostly consisted of advisory and educational events:

· 22nd February - a regional meeting - solving the problems in company registration according to Act 242/2000 on Ecological Farming

· 24th April - „Earth Day“ in the town of Třebíč - presentation of RC activities and the „Biozahrada“ (Organic Garden) project

· 1st June - a seminar with the topic of „Soil fertility in the ecological system“

· 12 October in Humpolec and 30 October in Brno - a course for ecological businesspeople

Self-help Fund of the PRO-BIO Association
In 2001 the Self-help Fund of the PRO-BIO Association provided loans for the following member enterprises:

Tradice Bílých Karpat


  50,000.- crowns

Žák František



100,000.-

Zemspol s.r.o.



400,000.-

Ing. Weidenthaler Petr

100,000.-

Ing. Hejl Jiří



100,000.-

Hlaváč Jan



100,000.-

Furthermore, a contribution for the best ecological farmer of the previous year, Mr. Ševčík was provided from the Fund tothe sum of 15,000 crowns for organising a promotional an „Open Day“ event, and a sum of 200,000 crowns was put into the fund for EF promotion, administered by the Partnership foundation.

Work of the Association Sections

The Section of Specialized Organic Food Retailers

2001 brought a few changes in the member base of this section. Five shops ceased operation and at the same time new retailers applied for membership and were accepted into this PRO-BIO section.

The year was busy with well established activities:

in February - a trip to Biofach exhibition in Nuremberg, connected with a visit to some Czech ecological farms.

In March - the 6th National Get-together of Organic Food Retailers was held in Šumperk.

A grant programme supported by the Partnership Foundation was fulfilled. The programme focused on marking registered organic food sales points with signs and equipping the sales points with promotional materials.

Participation in the PRO-BIO Association promotional events, smaller promotional events were organised on regional level.

For the year 2002 an adjustment of development and activities of the organic food retailers section, a successful implementation of which depends on the active participation of section members.

Contact person: Jarmila Chladová, e-mail: j.chladova@worldonline.cz
Vegetable Growers’ Section: Participated in promotional and sales events, a regular column by Jiří Pospíšilík in the Bio-monthly magazine.

The Biodynamic Section

The section supported a get-together on biodynamic compounds at the Kout Farm in Fořt. In August, at the same farm, they organised a seminar on health food along with a cookery course; at which the lecturer was Annegret Bohmert from Switzerland. In April the section held seminars in Prague and Brno on gardening according to cosmic rythms with Maria and Matthias K. Thun from Germany as lecturers. The section also assisted the organisation of the newly existing České Kopisty Camphill.

During the year Sowing Days 2001 was distributed; Sowing Days 2002 was published at the end of the year in new design. In cooperation with Fabula Hranice publishers  the section produced books entitled „The Garden According to Cosmic Rythms“ by Maria Thun and „The Decision“ by Herbert Witzenmann.

Contact person: Radomil Hradil, e-mail: radomil.hradil@pro-bio.cz
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Organic beef from PRO-BIO members (Ekodružstvo Severozápad coop) is commonly found in hypermarkets (Photo: Renata Osladilová, Pro-bio archive)

Partner Organisations in 2001

In 2001 we cooperated with numerous Czech and foreign organisations to whom we remain very grateful:

1. Czech Partner Organisations:

- Czech Ministry of Agriculture

- KEZ inspection authority, a public benefit corporation, Brno and Chrudim

- EPOS, the Czech Association of Advisors and Inspectors in Ecological Farming

- Mendel University of Forestry and Agriculture, Brno

- Czech University of Agriculture, Prague,

- Southbohemian University, Faculty of Agriculture, České Budějovice

- Veronica Ecological Institute, Brno

- Duha Movement, Brno and Olomouc

- League for Energy Alternatives, Prague

- Poodří Protected Landscape Area Management

- Partnership Foundation, Brno

- BioCit Agency, Prague

- Kobra Design Agency, Brno

and others.

2. Foreign Partner Organisations:

- SVWO Association, Malans, Switzerland

- Hëllef fir d’Natur Foundation, Luxembourg

- Heinrich Böll Foundation HBS, Berlin and Prague

- Bioland, Augsburg, a German association of ecological farmers

- Gäa, Dresden, a German association of ecological farmers

- Ekotrend, Myjava, a Slovak association of ecological farmers

- Ernte, an Austrian association of ecological farmers

- EUPRI, Geras, an Austrian alliance

- Equalita, Colon, a German agency

- IFOAM, a world organisation for ecological farming

and others.
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European Summer Academy of Ecological Farming 2001, Lednice: Ministers Jan Fencl and Wilhelm Molterer (Photo: Milan Vohralík, vh press)

PRO-BIO Profit and Loss Account

Costs






7,779,999.-

*Association Activities



5,440,071.-
Payroll






   604,845.-

Social, Health and Injury Insurance


   190,830.-

Remuneration and Travel Costs / Members



 of Statutory Bodies




   327,290.-

Costs of National service



     34,741.-

Luncheon Vouchers (employees)


     13,040.-

Travel Costs / employees



     46,206.-

Office Supplies




     59,689.-

Other Materials 




   196,459.- 


Repairs and Maintenance



     10,554.-

Representation Costs




     33,860.-

Office Rent and Rental Services


     23,532.-

Postal and Telecommunication Charges

   286,828.-

Advisory and Other Specialist Services

1,200,782.-

Training Schemes, Seminars and Excursions

   184,282.-

Ecological Farming Promotion


   250,690.-

Overhead Costs Applied for by Regional Centres
   473,016.-

Other Services Purchased



   330,392.-

Membership Contributions to Organisations

     11,038.-

Contribution to EF Promotional Programme



 Partnership Foundation



    200,000.-


Road Tax





           225.-

Depreciation of (Fixed) Assets


    478,887.-


Loss on Exchange Rate



      51,871.-

Bank Charges





      19,086.-

Other Financial Costs




        6,730.-

Penalty






           356.-

Extraordinary Operation Costs


     404,841.-


________________________________________________________

*Implementation of Awarded Grants and Subsidies   2,339,928.-
Payroll






        383,348.-

Social and Health Insurance



        109,007.-

Travel Costs





            7,987.-

Office Supplies




          16,252.-

Other Materials




        376,814.-




Office Rent and Rental Services


          36,050.-

Postal and Telecommunication Charges

          40,690.-

Advisory and Other Specialist Services

        622,505.- 




Training Schemes, Seminars and Excursions

          68,707.-

Ecological Farming Promotion


        614,778.-

Other Services Purchased



          63,791.-

________________________________________________________

Revenues





      9,634,925.-




Membership Contributions



      3,345,265.-

Earnings from the Association Outputs and Activities      1,072,330.-

Change in Level of Product Stock 


         380,345.-

Current Account Bank Interest


             6,473.-

Exchange Rate Profit




           22,410.- 

Other Revenues





64,842.-

Tranfer of Property




       1,860,620.-


Donations to Ecology
-

 Hëllef fir d’Natur Foundation


          680,975.-

Extraordinary Operation Revenues


            60,663.-

REC - a Cooperative Grant Preparation

              9,538.-

REC - Cooperative Grant



          106,707.-

REC - National Grant




          207,303.-

Microregion Jeseníky Project



       1,733,214.-

EPSAT Project 





84,240.-

________________________________________________________

Financial Assets (31.12.2001):

Cash







46,344.-

Current Accounts in Kč (Czech crowns)

          892,924.-


________________________________________________________

Self-help Fund Status (31.12.2001)


        1,880,732.-

Self-help Fund





 35,597.-

Claims    





        1,059,158.-

Mrs. Valíčková - to pay



           377,096.-

Hrabina plc. - to pay





408,881.-

Association Administration Bodies in the year 2001:

Board of Administrators:

1.  Stanislav Daněk, SHR - chairman

2.  Zdeněk Perlinger, PRO-BIO RC Northwest Bohemia -vice chairman

3.  Jiří Urban - advisor

4.  Tomáš Křišťan, Křišťan & co. ecological farm

5.  Jarmila Abrlová, Pollau farm

6.  Petr Trávníček - advisor

7.  Pavel Vokál, Strážný farm

8.  Jan Crha, PH Hranice a.s.

9.  Kamil Toman, Northwest ecological coop

10.  Jiří Škarda, SHR

11.  Milan Drgáč, PRO-BIO RC White Carpathians

12.  Květa Hejátková, PRO-BIO RC Třebíč

13.  Bedřich Plíšek, PRO-BIO RC Northwest

14.  František Winter, PRO-BIO RC Jeseníky

15.  Jan Látal, from August Alena Malíková, PRO-BIO RC Moravská Brána

16.  Vladimír Krtouš, PRO-BIO RC Šumava

17.  Václava Nedvědová, PRO-BIO RC South Bohemia

18.  Josef  Škeřík, app.Ph.D., PRO-BIO RC Polabí

19.  František Chlad, PRO-BIO RC Litomyšl

Association Manager:

Petr Trávníček

Committee of  Inspectors:

Jaroslav Šašinka, Marie Chlebníčková and Walter Kohler

[záložka str.11:]

The PRO-BIO Association Manual

In 2001 we produced, in cooperation with Kobra Design Agency, a new Association manual. Our original logo remains unchanged, but there are some new applications:

[obrázek]

This is the logo for members of PRO-BIO. They can use it in their promotional materials, on business cards, on letter-heads, it is included in company labels (see further), product labels etc.

[obrázek]

The regional version of the Association logo should improve promotion of the individual region, raise the customer awareness of regional origin of goods and increase consumer trust.

[obrázek]

In the shop label, space is left for a specific logo of such a shop, which dominates the sign. If the company has no specific logo, they can use the name of the company.

[obrázek]

The goods label can look like this. The so-called „bio-zebra“ dominates the label, the regional logo is in the lower corner and the label corresponds to the sign of the company.

The Association manual can be obtained in a CD version from the PRO-BIO central office. Each PRO-BIO member is entitled to one free copy. Using the manual in practice brings better awareness of PRO-BIO existence among our customers and the public in general.

[Záložka str.12]

Regional representation of the PRO-BIO Association

HEADQUARTERS:

PRO-BIO, Association of Ecological Farmers

P.O.BOX 116 [a dál adresa]

[následujou adresy jednotlivých RC s názvy ve tvaru:]

1. PRO-BIO Regional Centre White Carpathians 

2. PRO-BIO Regional Centre Northwest Bohemia

3. PRO-BIO Regional Centre Northeast

4. PRO-BIO Regional Centre Jeseníky

5. PRO-BIO Regional Centre Moravská Brána

6. PRO-BIO - Šumava

7. PRO-BIO Polabí

8. PRO-BIO Regional Centre Litomyšl

9. PRO-BIO South Moravia

10. PRO-BIO Humpolec

Your questions and ideas will be answered with pleasure by the relevant RC Administrator.

